Cells of B. bacteriovorus strains DnaN-mNeonGreen/PilZ-mCherry and wild-type were prepared by predation on E. coli S17-1 in 50 ml Ca-HEPES buffer. The cultures were filtered through 0.45 µm filters, spun down at 6000 rpm for 20 min at 30°C and resuspended in 510 µl of Ca-HEPES buffer giving the final concentration of approximately 1x10 9 pfu/ml (plaqueforming unit/ml). E. coli S17-1 overnight culture was spun down at 6000 rpm for 10 min at
20°C, washed with Ca-HEPES buffer and diluted to OD600=1.0 with Ca-HEPES buffer giving the final concentration of approximately 1x10 9 cfu/ml. The assay was set up by adding 500 µl of B. bacteriovorus cells (DnaN/PilZ or wild-type) or Ca-HEPES buffer (control) to 5 ml of E. coli S17-1 (OD=1.0). Cultures were incubated at 30°C with 200 rpm shaking. To enumerate predatory cells concentration taken to predation assay dilutions of B. bacteriovorus cells were plated on overlay agar plates. Plates were incubated at 30°C for 5 days. To enumerate colony forming units (cfu) of prey cells, samples were taken at 0h, 3h, 6h, and 24h and plated in triplicate by Misra and Miles technique on YT agar plates at serial dilutions. Plates were incubated overnight at 37°C and then, visible E. coli colonies were enumerated. Pray survival assay was done in two independent biological replicates.
Predatory kill curves of B. bacteriovorus strains
B. bacteriovorus strains (DnaN-mNeonGreen/PilZ-mCherry and wild-type) were prepared as described above. E. coli S17-1 overnight culture was spun down at 6000 rpm for 10 min at 20°C, washed with Ca-HEPES buffer and diluted to OD600 = 1.0 with Ca-HEPES buffer. 20 µl of filtrated B. bacteriovorus cells were added to 280 µl of E. coli suspension. Lysis curves were analyzed using Bioscreen C (Automated Growth Curves Analysis System, Growth Curves USA) by measuring the decrease of optical density (OD600) at 30°C in 20-minute intervals for 27 hours. Experiments were done in three independent biological replicates. Tables   Table S1 Comparison 
